Defense Spending 
Increase Advances 


Hou^e Avoids Deficit Impact 

By Dana Priest 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


House Republicans took their first 
action on a major spending bill yes- 
terday, voting to increase military 
spending by raiding defense and do- 
mestic programs cherished by the 
administration and former Demo- 
cratic. powerhouses in Congress. 

And, in another step toward fulfill- 
ing a top GOP goal, they apparently 
did it without increasing the deficit 
by much, if any. 

The House Appropriations Com- 
mittee took President Clinton’s $2.6 
billion request for emergency funds 
to pay for U.S. troop deployments 
overseas this year and turned it into 
a small but significant model of Re- 
publican spending priorities. 

They added $670 million to Clin- 
ton’s request for the Pentagon to 
train troops and purchase basic 
equipment. To find the money, they 
then trimmed Democratic-backed 
programs, cutting $1.8 billion of de- 
fense projects and $1.4 billion of do- 
mestic ones. 

The Republicans shaved a major 
defense technology initiative, envi- 
ronmental cleanup funds for military 
bases, housing for Russian soldiers, 
missiles and a spy plane, clean coal 
research, job training for poor kids, 
NASA wind tunnels, African devel- 
opment funds and improvements to 
Pennsylvania Station in New York 
City. 

‘This is a trial run, compared to 
| the enormous task we have of down- 
sizing this government,” said Chair- 
man Bob Livingston (R-La.). 

The Pentagon reaction was 
mixed. “Our top priority is adequate 
funding to maintain the readiness of 
our force, therefore we welcome the 
quick action” by the committee. De- 
fense Secretary William J. Perry 
said. But, he added, “we are con- 
cerned about the additions and the 
recisions, some of which would harm 
programs to strengthen the defense 
industrial baseband to' advance ef- 
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forts to dismantle Russia's nucle ar 
arsenal” 

Perry has spent much of his time 
before House and Senate commit- 
tees recently trying to persuade 
members not to make the cuts they 
• made yesterday and the White 
House has protested the extra $670 
million that Republicans tacked onto 
the request, to be used to train 
troops and buy basic equipment. 

“This is going to be really, really 
painful,” groaned a State Depart- 
ment Official watching the proceed- 
ings. 

In most cases the committee 
shaved, rather than eliminated, the 
programs it targeted. 

Gone is $1.8 billion from this 
year’s defense budget, including ! 
$502 million from a program that 
subsidized private firms to produce 
commercial and defense technology; 
a favorite of Clinton’s; $319 million, 
to kill a problem-ridden attack mis- 
sile, the TSSAM, that the Pentagon 
had planned to cancel; $150 milliqn 
to study the cleanup of tokhs and 
chemicals on military bases; and $80 
1 million for a spy plane, the SR-71, 

■ long supported by former Senate 
Appropriations chairman Robert C. 
Byrd (D-W.Va.). 

Gone, too, is $1.4 billion spread 
over eight domestic agencies. Gone 
is $110 million to build housing for 
Russian military officers, a pledge 
Clinton made to Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin in 1993 to help per- 
suade the Russians to leave the Bal- 
tics. Gone is $200 million from a job 
training program for disadvantaged 
youths and $100 million to refurbish 
schools in poor neighborhoods. Gone 
is $200 million from research on 
clean coal technology and $400 mil- 
lion for construction of wind tunnels. 
Gone is $40 million to rejuvenate 
New York City’s Pennsylvania Sta- 
tion, a treasure buried in last year’s 
budget by then-Senate Finance 
Committee Chairman Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan (D-N.Y.). 

“This is overkill,” argued Rep. Da- 
vid R. Obey (D-Wis.), who lambasted 
the idea of taking money from do- 
mestic areas to pay for defense. 




Clinton had requested the $2.6 
billion emergency supplemental 
funding bill to pay for military opera- 
| tions in the Persian Gtdf, Haiti, Cu- 
I ba, Bosnia, Korea,, Somalia and 
; Rwanda. . 

For the last several weeks Repub- 
licans on the Appropriations commit- 
tee have been trying to find ways to 
avoid handing over any more money 
than Congress already appropriated 


from domestic, programs to pay for 
defense. : 

House Republicans argue the bill 
does not increase the deficit and that 
they have the votes to push it 
through, perhaps with some revi- 
sions. 

Congressional sources said yes- 
terday the Congressional Budget Of- 
fice has told the committee the bill is 
$300 million short in offsets for this 
year. 


“We are concerned 
about the additions 
and the recisions” 

— Defense Secretary William J. Perry 

for the 1995 fiscal year. They did 
not want to be accused of increasing 
the deficit. 

What they came up with is a solu- 
tion whose fiscal neutrality will be 
the subject of a technical and politi- 
cally explosive debate in coming 
weeks. 

Democrats will charge the supple- 
mental bill adds to the deficit and is a 
sham because it will not win Senate 
approval, mainly because Senate Ap- 
propriations Chairman Mark 0. Hat- 
field (R-Ore.) objects to using money 


Under the technical bookkeeping 
procedures required by CBO, unless 
the House makes further cuts, the 
Republipnp . would not be able to 
clairn the bill ’does riot increase this 
year’s deficit,.although it is likely to 
be deficit-neutral over a three-year 
period. 

The committee yesterday had the 
raucous atmosphere of a British Par- 
liament meeting, with members boo- 
ing and shouting at one another. 
Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R-Va.) suggest- 
ed the Coast Guard legislative affairs 
staff had violated criminal laws 
against lobbying Congress and said 
“they may want to consider resign- 
ing and having new people come in.” 

New subcommittee chairmen ac- 
cused former subcommittee chair- 
men of littering past bills with pork- 
barrel projects and breaking ethical, 
rules by talking about closed-door 
meetings with reporters. 



